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THANK YOU TO ALL OUR VOLUNTEERSTHANK YOU TO ALL OUR VOLUNTEERSTHANK YOU TO ALL OUR VOLUNTEERSTHANK YOU TO ALL OUR VOLUNTEERS    

Our program has benefited from a large number of volunteers who assisted throughout the year.  

The Board would like to thank them all for assisting us with: 

Door Staff  

Merchandise  

Raffle sales 

Bar Staff 

Video  

Sound Desk  

Score Bench 

Game MC  

Match Manager  

Team Manager & Training 

Function Room 

Floor wipers 

Thunder Classic 

Banjo’s Challenge 

National Anthem Singers 

Junior Clinics  

Game Entertainment 

 

CHAIRMANCHAIRMANCHAIRMANCHAIRMAN    

Tony Barker 

VICE CHAIRMANVICE CHAIRMANVICE CHAIRMANVICE CHAIRMAN    

John Lowrie 

FINANCIAL FINANCIAL FINANCIAL FINANCIAL OFFICEROFFICEROFFICEROFFICER    

Paul Harding 

ADMINISTRATORADMINISTRATORADMINISTRATORADMINISTRATOR    

Debra Lynch 

BOARD OF MANAGEMENT 201BOARD OF MANAGEMENT 201BOARD OF MANAGEMENT 201BOARD OF MANAGEMENT 2016666    

NWBU REPRESENTATIVENWBU REPRESENTATIVENWBU REPRESENTATIVENWBU REPRESENTATIVE    

Greg Miller 

 

BOARD MEMBERSBOARD MEMBERSBOARD MEMBERSBOARD MEMBERS    

Andrea Harding 

John Beard 

Kellie Jones 

Mandy Archer 

Kate Eustace 

Raelene Salter 

Trudy Pearce 

Michelle Summers 

Helen Little 

Rose Maher 
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Chairman’s Chairman’s Chairman’s Chairman’s End of SeasonEnd of SeasonEnd of SeasonEnd of Season    ReportReportReportReport    

It gives me great pleasure to present this Chairman’s report for season 

2016. 

I would like to thank Tall Timbers and Tasmanian Seafoods for again 

supporting the club as naming rights sponsors for 2016, a relationship 

that we hope can continue for many seasons to come. 

I would also like to thank and acknowledge all our sponsors, both large and small, because 

without continued support from these valuable supporters of the club we would not be able to 

continue to present the standard of basketball entertainment that our crowds have become 

accustomed to. 

It is also important to recognise the support we receive from other Basketball organisations such 

as North West Basketball Union, Basketball Tasmania and Basketball Australia. 

Congratulations must go to Coach Phil Thomas as he achieved another milestone late in the 

season when he notched up a massive 400 SEABL games coached, a record to be proud of and it 

was duly acknowledged with a presentation during the Grand Final Game. 

Pre-game timeslots saw the Banjos’ Challenge run again proving popular with many younger 

basketballers from along the North West Coast often bringing extended family into the stadium 

and introducing them to SEABL games.  

The Little Transport Thunder Classic proved to be an outstanding success once again so thanks 

to all the teams that entered and coastal clubs that helped out running this event, and of course 

Little Transport for their ongoing support.  

The Thunder school holiday junior camps were very well supported again with the players doing 

a great job to entertain all participants while putting them through their paces with some 

basketball fundamentals. 

We wish Mason Bragg every success as he follows his basketball dream in the NBL with the Perth 

Wildcats. I’m sure many Thunder supporters will be watching Mason with interest and he will be 

missed at Schweppes Arena. 

Playing in finals was not to be part of season 2016 for Thunder, but the home game attendance 

broke all previous records at Schweppes Arena so that gives us confidence that we are producing 

a basketball product that our many valued supporters continue to enjoy.  

Once again I wish to sincerely thank the Thunder Board members and our many volunteers for 

their commitment, involvement and energy which have contributed to this club having another 

successful year. 

 

 

Tony Barker 

CHAIRMAN 



 

 

    

 

NW TALL TIMBERS THUNDER  

 

    

PHOTOGRAPHS COMPLIMENTS OF  

DAMON KINGSHOTT PHOTOGRAPHY 

DONNA MILLER  
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NW TALL TIMBERS THUNDER  
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THE TEAM THE TEAM THE TEAM THE TEAM FOR 201FOR 201FOR 201FOR 2016666    

 

 

 

 

Phill Thomas Matthew Bennell Ben Keeley John Lowrie Ryan Carroll 

COACH ASS. COACH ASS. COACH TEAM MANAGER PHYSIO 

400 Games 

    

2012012012016666    NW TALL TIMBERS THUNDER TEAMNW TALL TIMBERS THUNDER TEAMNW TALL TIMBERS THUNDER TEAMNW TALL TIMBERS THUNDER TEAM    
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Coach’Coach’Coach’Coach’s s s s End of Season End of Season End of Season End of Season ReportReportReportReport    

Thank you for the opportunity to contribute to the annual report.  

Whilst 2016 had many highlights, which are no doubt reflected in 

crowd numbers, sport awareness, and some very entertaining and 

competitive games, as a team Thunder did not challenge for a position 

in the play-offs.  The first time this has occurred in three years.  That 

aside, 2016 should be seen as successful in the history of the program 

- our players were recognised across the league (SEABL awards and 

subsequent NBL recruitment); great crowds and appeal for the game 

(direct flow to club finances); junior awareness and supporters wearing 

Thunder gear; and enviable numbers at training – players wanting to be a part of our program.  

This year, NWBU imports not contracted to Thunder (Mike, Rob, CJ and Paul), chose to train and 

be a genuine part of our team because of the higher quality of coaching and scrimmaging that 

they received on a weekly basis.  This was a win-win for everyone.  These are just some of the 

good things. 

I would like recognise and applaud my off court team: assistant coaches - Matt Bennell and Ben 

Keeley; Team Manager - John Lowrie; Physiotherapist - Ryan Carroll. It was great to work with a 

group that knew the meaning of team; at all times they showed trust, understanding, 

commitment and integrity – as well as being good friends.  They made some very inconvenient 

situations - bearable (planes delayed, lost bookings, injuries etc.).  I wish all of these great 

people all the best for the future.  

With my time as head coach of Thunder now concluded I do want to reflect upon my most recent 

coaching contract with Thunder, held since 2013.  

There are so many things I am proud of: 

⋅ The increase of player numbers in Thunder (both involvement in the team and at training)  

⋅ Public awareness and support of the program – Crowd support 

⋅ Juniors loving our brand – great to see so many young basketballers support the team 

⋅ Professionalism – scouting, team presentation, game preparation etc. 

⋅ Recognised for coaching 400 SEABL games  

⋅ Media involvement –  I always made myself available, regardless of time or place  

⋅ The stability of our program over four years – the team was always recognised as being 

competitive and organised 

⋅ Coaching credibility, including high regard my SEABL peers  

⋅ The many players that I have coached that have become better basketballers and gone 

on… some to have successful basketball careers. Also the great and lifelong friendships I 

have made. 

⋅ The training gear the club now has. Good decisions and care has resulted in the program 

now being well placed in relation to resources – equal to any SEABL team in the league. In 

coming into the program the equipment and training gear was totally inadequate, in fact 

abysmal.  

⋅ Attendance at team functions, events – club teas, breakfasts etc. 

⋅ My commitment to Thunder, within and outside of coaching. 
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All good things must come to an end – and in hindsight, I am fully comfortable with not being 

the head coach in 2017.   

Of course, as coach I must take full responsibility for the on court performance of the team this 

year- the wins and losses in a season.  That said, there were some puzzling events that occurred 

throughout 2016, and some mysteries in relation to the team culture, I now feel more informed 

about.  However, I still find it disappointing.  

I hold no doubt that some executive board members and senior players chose not to inform me 

or communicate with the coaching group, and in doing so escalated issues that perhaps could 

have been worked through.  This undercurrent no doubt had a significant effect on our on-court 

performance in the latter half of the season.  I would not profess to be an expert at running a 

SEABL program, but would suggest that good relationships are fundamental, and must be framed 

on trust, transparency and openness.  

I have always regarded coaching the North West Thunder as both an honour and a privilege, I 

would like to thank the club for this opportunity; it is with immense satisfaction that I will look 

back on my time and coaching with the club.  

Phil Thomas 

HEAD COACH 
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South South South South Men’s 2016Men’s 2016Men’s 2016Men’s 2016    Final LadderFinal LadderFinal LadderFinal Ladder    

POSPOSPOSPOS        TEAMTEAMTEAMTEAM    PPPP    WWWW    LLLL    PCWonPCWonPCWonPCWon    PCPCPCPC    

1  Hobart 24 19 5 79.17 114.56 

2  Mt Gambier 24 17 7 70.83 116.59 

3  Geelong 24 15 9 62.50 107.81 

4  Albury/Wodonga 24 11 13 45.83 99.90 

5  Sandringham 24 11 13 45.83 92.58 

6  NW Tasmania 24 10 14 41.67 92.80 

7  Kilsyth 24 10 14 41.67 95.12 

8  Frankston 24 6 18 25.00 91.64 

East Men’s 201East Men’s 201East Men’s 201East Men’s 2016666    Final LadderFinal LadderFinal LadderFinal Ladder    

POSPOSPOSPOS        TEAMTEAMTEAMTEAM    PPPP    WWWW    LLLL    PCWonPCWonPCWonPCWon    PCPCPCPC    

1  Bendigo  24 21 3 87.50 117.04 

2  Brisbane 24 15 9 62.50 104.37 

3  Dandenong 24 13 11 54.17 103.03 

4  Nunawading 24 13 11 54.17 104.84 

5  Canberra 24 12 12 50.00 95.95 

6  Ballarat 24 11 13 45.83 101.05 

7  Knox 24 3 21 12.50 81.99 

8  BA CoE 16 1 15 6.25 81.20 



ANNUAL REPORT 2016 

NW Tasmania Tall Timbers Thunder Basketball Club Inc. 

  

  

9 

GAME RESULTS 201GAME RESULTS 201GAME RESULTS 201GAME RESULTS 2016666    

RdRdRdRd    DateDateDateDate        Venue/CourtVenue/CourtVenue/CourtVenue/Court    Thunder PtsThunder PtsThunder PtsThunder Pts        OppositionOppositionOppositionOpposition    Opp PtsOpp PtsOpp PtsOpp Pts            

1 2 April 2016  Schweppes Arena 83 V Sandringham 73  W 

2 8 April 2016  Hobart Netball & Sports Centre 73 V Hobart 89  L 

3 16 April 2016  Lauren Jackson Sports Centre 101 V Albury/Wodonga 100  W 

3 17 April 2016  Bendigo Stadium 80 V Bendigo 94  L 

4 23 April 2016  Schweppes Arena 95 V Ballarat 92  W 

5 30 April 2016  Schweppes Arena 85 V Frankston 71  W 

6 7 May 2016  Schweppes Arena 85 V Dandenong 77  W 

7 13 May 2016  AIS Training Hall 102 V BA CoE 75  W 

7 14 May 2016  Rowland Cowan Stadium 83 V Brisbane 99  L 

8 21 May 2016  Schweppes Arena 79 V Canberra 84  L 

9 28 May 2016  Schweppes Arena 94 V Brisbane 88  W 

10 3 June 2016  Bern Bruning Basketball Stadium 80 V Mt Gambier 106  L 

10 4 June 2016  Frankston Basketball Stadium 58 V Frankston 86  L 

11 18 June 2016  Schweppes Arena 68 V Mt Gambier 98  L 

12 25 June 2016  Melbourne Sports & Aquatic Centre 87 V Melbourne 79  W 

12 26 June 2016  Kilsyth Sports Centre 87 V Kilsyth 80  W 

13 2 July 2016  Schweppes Arena 94 V Hobart 98  L 

14 9 July 2016  Schweppes Arena 85 V Kilsyth 78  W 

15 16 July 2016  Schweppes Arena 95 V Bendigo 100  L 

16 23 July 2016  Schweppes Arena 72 V Geelong 104  L 

17 31 July 2016  Sandringham Basketball Stadium 89 V Sandringham 101  L 

18 6 August  The Geelong Arena 74 V Geelong 93  L 

18 7 August  Dandenong Stadium 63 V Dandenong 90  L 

19 13 August  Schweppes Arena 85 V Nunawading 97  L 
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2012012012016666    SEASON STATSSEASON STATSSEASON STATSSEASON STATS    

FLOOR GAME SUMMARYFLOOR GAME SUMMARYFLOOR GAME SUMMARYFLOOR GAME SUMMARY    

PLAYER NAMEPLAYER NAMEPLAYER NAMEPLAYER NAME    MMMM    PTSPTSPTSPTS    ASASASAS    AV ASSAV ASSAV ASSAV ASS    STSTSTST    BLBLBLBL    TOTOTOTO    

Gary Johnson 23 526 44 1.9 8 14 56 

Garrett Jackson 23 508 68 3.0 28 19 78 

Mason Bragg 24 233 107 4.5 27 - 56 

Brad Simpson 22 241 32 1.5 11 5 25 

Lachie Barker 24 213 20 0.8 12 1 27 

Joe Chilcott 23 140 21 0.9 12 3 19 

Lucas Simpson 15 47 8 0.5 1 3 8 

Atem Kuo Atem 20 49 6 0.3 - 2 10 

Nick Haywood 12 6 11 0.9 - 1 5 

Jamie Mesman 9 12 12 1.3 10 4 11 

Tyler Kelly 12 22 5 0.4 1 - 6 

Brady Armstrong 2 - - 0.0 - - - 

Matt Beurmann 0 - - 0.0 - - - 

 

 

 

 

 

SCORING SUMMARYSCORING SUMMARYSCORING SUMMARYSCORING SUMMARY    

PLAYER NAMEPLAYER NAMEPLAYER NAMEPLAYER NAME    MMMM    TFGMTFGMTFGMTFGM    TFGATFGATFGATFGA    TFG%TFG%TFG%TFG%    3PM3PM3PM3PM    3PA3PA3PA3PA    3P%3P%3P%3P%    FTMFTMFTMFTM    FTAFTAFTAFTA    FT%FT%FT%FT%    PTSPTSPTSPTS    AV PTSAV PTSAV PTSAV PTS    

Gary Johnson 23 200 371 53.9 - 3 0.0 100 152 65.8 508 22.1 

Garrett Jackson 23 215 400 53.8 30 77 39.0 61 94 64.9 526 22.9 

Mason Bragg 24 88 182 48.4 21 55 38.2 36 55 65.5 233 9.7 

Brad Simpson 22 99 215 46.0 16 52 30.8 25 43 58.1 241 11.0 

Lachie Barker 24 74 176 42.0 44 115 38.3 21 23 91.3 213 8.9 

Joe Chilcott 23 59 145 40.7 14 42 33.3 8 11 72.7 140 6.1 

Lucas Simpson 15 18 50 36.0 - 2 0.0 11 15 73.3 47 3.1 

Atem Kuo Atem 20 19 52 36.5 4 15 26.7 7 10 70.0 49 2.5 

Nick Haywood 12 2 12 16.7 - 5 0.0 2 3 66.7 6 0.5 

Jamie Mesman 9 3 25 12.0 - 5 0.0 6 10 60.0 12 1.3 

Tyler Kelly 12 8 21 38.1 5 13 38.5 1 2 50.0 22 1.8 

Brady Armstrong 2 - - 0.0 - - 0.0 - 2 0.0 - 0.0 

Matt Beurmann 0 - - 0.0 - - 0.0 - - 0.0 - 0.0 
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REBOUNDING SUMMARYREBOUNDING SUMMARYREBOUNDING SUMMARYREBOUNDING SUMMARY    

PLAYER NAMEPLAYER NAMEPLAYER NAMEPLAYER NAME    MMMM    TRTRTRTR    AV REBAV REBAV REBAV REB    OROROROR    DRDRDRDR    

Gary Johnson 23 194 8.4 48 146 

Garrett Jackson 23 199 8.7 61 138 

Mason Bragg 24 82 3.4 19 63 

Brad Simpson 22 160 7.3 54 106 

Lachie Barker 24 45 1.9 2 43 

Joe Chilcott 23 42 1.8 12 30 

Lucas Simpson 15 33 2.2 9 24 

Atem Kuo Atem 20 26 1.3 5 21 

Nick Haywood 12 11 0.9 7 4 

Jamie Mesman 9 23 2.6 7 16 

Tyler Kelly 12 6 0.5 2 4 

Brady Armstrong 2 - 0.0 - - 

Matt Beurmann 0 - 0.0 - - 

 

FOULS SUMMARYFOULS SUMMARYFOULS SUMMARYFOULS SUMMARY    

PLAYER NAMEPLAYER NAMEPLAYER NAMEPLAYER NAME    MMMM    PFSPFSPFSPFS    

Gary Johnson 23 55 

Garrett Jackson 23 57 

Mason Bragg 24 57 

Brad Simpson 22 59 

Lachie Barker 24 50 

Joe Chilcott 23 21 

Lucas Simpson 15 22 

Atem Kuo Atem 20 27 

Nick Haywood 12 12 

Tyler Kelly 12 6 

Jamie Mesman 9 18 

Brady Armstrong 2 1 

Matt Beurmann 0 - 

 

2016 NW TALL TIMBERS THUNDER AWARDS 2016 NW TALL TIMBERS THUNDER AWARDS 2016 NW TALL TIMBERS THUNDER AWARDS 2016 NW TALL TIMBERS THUNDER AWARDS     

NAMENAMENAMENAME    AWARDAWARDAWARDAWARD    

Garrett Jackson - Player MVP 

Joe Chilcott - Player Coaches Award 

Brady Armstrong - Player Rising Star Award 

Lachie Barker - Player 50 SEABL Games 

Mason Bragg 100 SEABL Games 

Phil Thomas - Coach 400 SEABL Games 
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2016 SEABL REPORT CARD – NORTH WEST TASMANIA 

A horror second half to the year saw the Thunder miss A horror second half to the year saw the Thunder miss A horror second half to the year saw the Thunder miss A horror second half to the year saw the Thunder miss 

out on the playoffs for the first time since out on the playoffs for the first time since out on the playoffs for the first time since out on the playoffs for the first time since 2014.2014.2014.2014.    

NNNN----W TASMANIA THUNDERW TASMANIA THUNDERW TASMANIA THUNDERW TASMANIA THUNDER 

Wins - 10 

Losses – 14 

Standing – 6th South Conference 

2015 result – 13 wins, 11 losses, 3rd South Conference 

THE GOODTHE GOODTHE GOODTHE GOOD 

The Thunder looked an early lock for a top-four position after starting the year with a 6-2 

record including wins over Albury/Wodonga and Dandenong.  Brad Simpson upped his 

career numbers across the board in the front court alongside Garrett Jackson, increasing his 

points per game by 2.6 and rebounds by 2.2 while doubling his assists to 1.5.  Mason Bragg 

is one of the better two-way players in the game, averaging over a steal per contest with 9.7 

points and Gary Johnson was a strong import addition this year, collecting 22.1 points, 8.4 

rebounds and 1.9 assists while missing just one game. 

THE BADTHE BADTHE BADTHE BAD    

A horror back-half of the season saw N/W Tasmania lose their final six games, giving up the top 

four position they had after Round 14 to finish sixth.  They finished with a 4-8 record on the 

road, a 1-6 record against South Conference finalists and owned the second worst defence in 

the league, giving up 90 points per game and 58% shooting from inside the arc.  It was the first 

time they missed finals since 2014 after reaching the Preliminary Final the previous two years. 

STANDOUT PERFORMERSTANDOUT PERFORMERSTANDOUT PERFORMERSTANDOUT PERFORMER 

In his second SEABL season, Jackson was again named to the All-SEABL team while finishing 

tenth overall in the MVP voting as he averaged 22.9 points (fourth in the competition) and 

8.7 rebounds while shooting 54% from the field.  He also hit 39% from downtown and held 

his own in the Thunder’s poor second half of the year, recording 21 points, 11 rebounds and 

eight assists against Bendigo in Round 15 as well as a big double-double of 17 points and 

16 boards against Dandenong in Round 18.  With 33 points, 14 rebounds and five assists in 

Round 1 against Sandringham, Jackson also earned Player of the Week.  

Next YearNext YearNext YearNext Year 

TEAM NEEDSTEAM NEEDSTEAM NEEDSTEAM NEEDS 

Defence must be the aim of the pre-season for N/W Tasmania with coach Phil Thomas 

needing to find a balance at both ends of the floor.  Bragg impressed but the Thunder still 

allowed oppositions to shoot at 36% from downtown and while Jackson and Johnson proved 

adequate shot blockers, they still gave up 55% shooting from inside the arc.  The talent is 

there with this current squad but consistency will be the key next year. 

LIKELY IMPROVEMENTLIKELY IMPROVEMENTLIKELY IMPROVEMENTLIKELY IMPROVEMENT 

Playing every game in his third SEABL season, Lachlan Barker is a pure shooter from all areas 

of the floor. He hit 42% from the field, 38% from the three-point line and 91% from the 

charity stripe while more than doubling his career point production from 3.2 to 8.9 per 

game. He reached double-figures 11 times for the year including putting in a consistent 

second half of the season, averaging 12.5 points in his final six contests. 

GRADE – 6.5/10 



 

 

 

 

SPONSORSHIP 
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2015 Sponsors 

OUR PARTNERSOUR PARTNERSOUR PARTNERSOUR PARTNERS    

MAJOR NAMING RIGHTS PARTNERMAJOR NAMING RIGHTS PARTNERMAJOR NAMING RIGHTS PARTNERMAJOR NAMING RIGHTS PARTNER    

Tall Timbers/Tasmanian Seafoods Pty Ltd 

MEDIA PARTNERSMEDIA PARTNERSMEDIA PARTNERSMEDIA PARTNERS    

Tasmanian Broadcasters- 

(7AD,7BU, Sea FM in Devonport 

and Burnie) 

Southern Cross TV 

STADIUM NAMING RIGHTS STADIUM NAMING RIGHTS STADIUM NAMING RIGHTS STADIUM NAMING RIGHTS 

PARTNERPARTNERPARTNERPARTNER    

Schweppes Australia 

SPONSORS SPONSORS SPONSORS SPONSORS     

Banjo’s  

J Boag’s & Sons  

Schweppes Australia  

Central Coast Council  

Goodstone Group  

Bendigo Bank  

Codas 

 

 

 

Training Fix Gym  

Harding’s HVAC & Refrigeration  

Little Transport  

Take 2 Embroidery & Workwear 

Physica  

Zenith Wealth  

Energypoint  

Inspirations Paint 

Todd Rogers Signs  

Fork Truck Specialists  

Ricoh Ulverstone  

Urban Forest Consultancy 

Domino’s Pizza — Ulverstone  

Damon Kingshott Photography  

Harris Scarfe   

Roger Jaensch  

 

 

 

Health Care Insurance Ltd 

Cameron’s   

French’s Building Services 

Brown Brothers  

Incitec Pivot  

NWBU 

Complete Stationery  

Betta Milk  

Steven J Hays—

Agricultural Contracting 

 

Once again sponsorship remains crucial to our continued viability and we must thank all our 

existing sponsors, especially our naming rights sponsors Tall Timbers and Tasmanian Seafoods 

for their continued support and loyalty.  We would also like to extend a warm thank you to our 

new sponsors for coming on board and joining the program. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
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Financial OFinancial OFinancial OFinancial Officer’s Reportfficer’s Reportfficer’s Reportfficer’s Report    

The Board of Management of North West Tasmania Thunder Basketball Club Inc. hereby present 

the financial reports for the year ended 30 September 2016.  The Financial Report being 

presented is based on Audited Financial Statements (Camerons December 2016).   

It is my duty to announce that the result of the trading operations for the financial year ended 

30 September 2016 was an increase in equity of $15,799.  This compares with a loss of $5,163 

for the 2014-2015 financial year.  As a result the total equity has now increased from $37,955 

to $53,753.   

The Club budgeted for income of $231,000 and expenditure of $230,000 thus providing for a 

small surplus.  Income for the year substantially achieved this target by posting earnings of 

$243,395.  Expenditure did not reach our target by incurring costs of $227,596.  Significant 

items to note include the following: 

Firstly, the Club receives support from sponsors in the form of sponsorships and donations. 

Sponsorship revenue of $98,221 exceeded the budget of $93,000 and almost matched the 

$100,214 of the previous season.  Credit for this strong performance must go to John Beard, 

John Lowrie and their team of helpers.  The loss of ‘Know your odds’ sponsorship was offset by 

securing of a number of new sponsors. 

Revenue from door sales and season tickets increased by $6,682.  This was done without the 

additional home final from the previous season, which generated $8,200.  Credit to this needs 

to be given to all board member who volunteer tirelessly to ensure supporters returned for 

multiple games.  Social media advertising on Facebook increased interest in the program and 

had an impact on the size of crowds.  Kellie Jones’ expertise in this area need to be 

acknowledged. 

On the expenditure side of the equation the significant decrease over prior year costs related to 

mainly to players remuneration and accommodation.  This is partly offset by not participating 

in finals and thus reducing the number of weeks wages are paid.  

Accommodation costs also decreased during the year due to a single leased property to 

accommodate all our imports.  This had a positive financial impact, but may not meet the 

needs of the program in the future. 

Our Bar Trading revenue dropped in 2016.  The board has discussed this in some length and 

the separation of the costs of beverages in sponsorship boxes for the 2017 season will give a 

more accurate gauge of the sales and outgoing costs.  The tireless work of Mandy Archer 

behind the bar contributed to a 25% increase in bar sales during the twelve regular season 

games from 2015. 

In my first year as Financial Controller I want to acknowledge the additional support of 

Camerons in providing financial advice for myself and the Thunder program.  I want to thank 

Clayton Williams for his ongoing support and high level advice and Louise Smith for her 

additional support in helping us meet our ATO obligations.  This commitment and the ongoing 

sponsorship has made a real impact on our capacity to be a successful organisation in 2016. 

The Thunder program had a strong financial year and I feel it is important all members of the 

board are proud of our achievements.  Our efforts ensure talented and committed athletes from 

our region continue to have a pathway to national level competitions.  

Paul Harding 

FINANCIAL OFFICER 
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THANK YOU TO ALL OUR VOLUNTEERSTHANK YOU TO ALL OUR VOLUNTEERSTHANK YOU TO ALL OUR VOLUNTEERSTHANK YOU TO ALL OUR VOLUNTEERS    

Our program has benefited from a large number of volunteers who assisted throughout the year.  

The Board would like to thank them all for assisting us with: 

Door Staff  

Merchandise  

Raffle sales 

Bar Staff 

Video  

Sound Desk  

Score Bench 

Game MC  

Match Manager  

Team Manager & Training 

Function Room 

Floor wipers 

Thunder Classic 

Banjo’s Challenge 

National Anthem Singers 

Junior Clinics  

Game Entertainment 

 

CHAIRMANCHAIRMANCHAIRMANCHAIRMAN    

Tony Barker 

VICE CHAIRMANVICE CHAIRMANVICE CHAIRMANVICE CHAIRMAN    

John Lowrie 

FINANCIAL FINANCIAL FINANCIAL FINANCIAL OFFICEROFFICEROFFICEROFFICER    

Paul Harding 

ADMINISTRATORADMINISTRATORADMINISTRATORADMINISTRATOR    

Debra Lynch 

BOARD OF MANAGEMENT 201BOARD OF MANAGEMENT 201BOARD OF MANAGEMENT 201BOARD OF MANAGEMENT 2016666    

NWBU REPRESENTATIVENWBU REPRESENTATIVENWBU REPRESENTATIVENWBU REPRESENTATIVE    

Greg Miller 

 

BOARD MEMBERSBOARD MEMBERSBOARD MEMBERSBOARD MEMBERS    

Andrea Harding 

John Beard 

Kellie Jones 

Mandy Archer 

Kate Eustace 

Raelene Salter 

Trudy Pearce 

Michelle Summers 

Helen Little 

Rose Maher 
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Chairman’s Chairman’s Chairman’s Chairman’s End of SeasonEnd of SeasonEnd of SeasonEnd of Season    ReportReportReportReport    

It gives me great pleasure to present this Chairman’s report for season 

2016. 

I would like to thank Tall Timbers and Tasmanian Seafoods for again 

supporting the club as naming rights sponsors for 2016, a relationship 

that we hope can continue for many seasons to come. 

I would also like to thank and acknowledge all our sponsors, both large and small, because 

without continued support from these valuable supporters of the club we would not be able to 

continue to present the standard of basketball entertainment that our crowds have become 

accustomed to. 

It is also important to recognise the support we receive from other Basketball organisations such 

as North West Basketball Union, Basketball Tasmania and Basketball Australia. 

Congratulations must go to Coach Phil Thomas as he achieved another milestone late in the 

season when he notched up a massive 400 SEABL games coached, a record to be proud of and it 

was duly acknowledged with a presentation during the Grand Final Game. 

Pre-game timeslots saw the Banjos’ Challenge run again proving popular with many younger 

basketballers from along the North West Coast often bringing extended family into the stadium 

and introducing them to SEABL games.  

The Little Transport Thunder Classic proved to be an outstanding success once again so thanks 

to all the teams that entered and coastal clubs that helped out running this event, and of course 

Little Transport for their ongoing support.  

The Thunder school holiday junior camps were very well supported again with the players doing 

a great job to entertain all participants while putting them through their paces with some 

basketball fundamentals. 

We wish Mason Bragg every success as he follows his basketball dream in the NBL with the Perth 

Wildcats. I’m sure many Thunder supporters will be watching Mason with interest and he will be 

missed at Schweppes Arena. 

Playing in finals was not to be part of season 2016 for Thunder, but the home game attendance 

broke all previous records at Schweppes Arena so that gives us confidence that we are producing 

a basketball product that our many valued supporters continue to enjoy.  

Once again I wish to sincerely thank the Thunder Board members and our many volunteers for 

their commitment, involvement and energy which have contributed to this club having another 

successful year. 

 

 

Tony Barker 

CHAIRMAN 



 

 

    

 

NW TALL TIMBERS THUNDER  

 

    

PHOTOGRAPHS COMPLIMENTS OF  

DAMON KINGSHOTT PHOTOGRAPHY 

DONNA MILLER  
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THE TEAM THE TEAM THE TEAM THE TEAM FOR 201FOR 201FOR 201FOR 2016666    

 

 

 

 

Phill Thomas Matthew Bennell Ben Keeley John Lowrie Ryan Carroll 

COACH ASS. COACH ASS. COACH TEAM MANAGER PHYSIO 

400 Games 

    

2012012012016666    NW TALL TIMBERS THUNDER TEAMNW TALL TIMBERS THUNDER TEAMNW TALL TIMBERS THUNDER TEAMNW TALL TIMBERS THUNDER TEAM    
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Coach’Coach’Coach’Coach’s s s s End of Season End of Season End of Season End of Season ReportReportReportReport    

Thank you for the opportunity to contribute to the annual report.  

Whilst 2016 had many highlights, which are no doubt reflected in 

crowd numbers, sport awareness, and some very entertaining and 

competitive games, as a team Thunder did not challenge for a position 

in the play-offs.  The first time this has occurred in three years.  That 

aside, 2016 should be seen as successful in the history of the program 

- our players were recognised across the league (SEABL awards and 

subsequent NBL recruitment); great crowds and appeal for the game 

(direct flow to club finances); junior awareness and supporters wearing 

Thunder gear; and enviable numbers at training – players wanting to be a part of our program.  

This year, NWBU imports not contracted to Thunder (Mike, Rob, CJ and Paul), chose to train and 

be a genuine part of our team because of the higher quality of coaching and scrimmaging that 

they received on a weekly basis.  This was a win-win for everyone.  These are just some of the 

good things. 

I would like recognise and applaud my off court team: assistant coaches - Matt Bennell and Ben 

Keeley; Team Manager - John Lowrie; Physiotherapist - Ryan Carroll. It was great to work with a 

group that knew the meaning of team; at all times they showed trust, understanding, 

commitment and integrity – as well as being good friends.  They made some very inconvenient 

situations - bearable (planes delayed, lost bookings, injuries etc.).  I wish all of these great 

people all the best for the future.  

With my time as head coach of Thunder now concluded I do want to reflect upon my most recent 

coaching contract with Thunder, held since 2013.  

There are so many things I am proud of: 

⋅ The increase of player numbers in Thunder (both involvement in the team and at training)  

⋅ Public awareness and support of the program – Crowd support 

⋅ Juniors loving our brand – great to see so many young basketballers support the team 

⋅ Professionalism – scouting, team presentation, game preparation etc. 

⋅ Recognised for coaching 400 SEABL games  

⋅ Media involvement –  I always made myself available, regardless of time or place  

⋅ The stability of our program over four years – the team was always recognised as being 

competitive and organised 

⋅ Coaching credibility, including high regard my SEABL peers  

⋅ The many players that I have coached that have become better basketballers and gone 

on… some to have successful basketball careers. Also the great and lifelong friendships I 

have made. 

⋅ The training gear the club now has. Good decisions and care has resulted in the program 

now being well placed in relation to resources – equal to any SEABL team in the league. In 

coming into the program the equipment and training gear was totally inadequate, in fact 

abysmal.  

⋅ Attendance at team functions, events – club teas, breakfasts etc. 

⋅ My commitment to Thunder, within and outside of coaching. 
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All good things must come to an end – and in hindsight, I am fully comfortable with not being 

the head coach in 2017.   

Of course, as coach I must take full responsibility for the on court performance of the team this 

year- the wins and losses in a season.  That said, there were some puzzling events that occurred 

throughout 2016, and some mysteries in relation to the team culture, I now feel more informed 

about.  However, I still find it disappointing.  

I hold no doubt that some executive board members and senior players chose not to inform me 

or communicate with the coaching group, and in doing so escalated issues that perhaps could 

have been worked through.  This undercurrent no doubt had a significant effect on our on-court 

performance in the latter half of the season.  I would not profess to be an expert at running a 

SEABL program, but would suggest that good relationships are fundamental, and must be framed 

on trust, transparency and openness.  

I have always regarded coaching the North West Thunder as both an honour and a privilege, I 

would like to thank the club for this opportunity; it is with immense satisfaction that I will look 

back on my time and coaching with the club.  

Phil Thomas 

HEAD COACH 
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South South South South Men’s 2016Men’s 2016Men’s 2016Men’s 2016    Final LadderFinal LadderFinal LadderFinal Ladder    

POSPOSPOSPOS        TEAMTEAMTEAMTEAM    PPPP    WWWW    LLLL    PCWonPCWonPCWonPCWon    PCPCPCPC    

1  Hobart 24 19 5 79.17 114.56 

2  Mt Gambier 24 17 7 70.83 116.59 

3  Geelong 24 15 9 62.50 107.81 

4  Albury/Wodonga 24 11 13 45.83 99.90 

5  Sandringham 24 11 13 45.83 92.58 

6  NW Tasmania 24 10 14 41.67 92.80 

7  Kilsyth 24 10 14 41.67 95.12 

8  Frankston 24 6 18 25.00 91.64 

East Men’s 201East Men’s 201East Men’s 201East Men’s 2016666    Final LadderFinal LadderFinal LadderFinal Ladder    

POSPOSPOSPOS        TEAMTEAMTEAMTEAM    PPPP    WWWW    LLLL    PCWonPCWonPCWonPCWon    PCPCPCPC    

1  Bendigo  24 21 3 87.50 117.04 

2  Brisbane 24 15 9 62.50 104.37 

3  Dandenong 24 13 11 54.17 103.03 

4  Nunawading 24 13 11 54.17 104.84 

5  Canberra 24 12 12 50.00 95.95 

6  Ballarat 24 11 13 45.83 101.05 

7  Knox 24 3 21 12.50 81.99 

8  BA CoE 16 1 15 6.25 81.20 
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GAME RESULTS 201GAME RESULTS 201GAME RESULTS 201GAME RESULTS 2016666    

RdRdRdRd    DateDateDateDate        Venue/CourtVenue/CourtVenue/CourtVenue/Court    Thunder PtsThunder PtsThunder PtsThunder Pts        OppositionOppositionOppositionOpposition    Opp PtsOpp PtsOpp PtsOpp Pts            

1 2 April 2016  Schweppes Arena 83 V Sandringham 73  W 

2 8 April 2016  Hobart Netball & Sports Centre 73 V Hobart 89  L 

3 16 April 2016  Lauren Jackson Sports Centre 101 V Albury/Wodonga 100  W 

3 17 April 2016  Bendigo Stadium 80 V Bendigo 94  L 

4 23 April 2016  Schweppes Arena 95 V Ballarat 92  W 

5 30 April 2016  Schweppes Arena 85 V Frankston 71  W 

6 7 May 2016  Schweppes Arena 85 V Dandenong 77  W 

7 13 May 2016  AIS Training Hall 102 V BA CoE 75  W 

7 14 May 2016  Rowland Cowan Stadium 83 V Brisbane 99  L 

8 21 May 2016  Schweppes Arena 79 V Canberra 84  L 

9 28 May 2016  Schweppes Arena 94 V Brisbane 88  W 

10 3 June 2016  Bern Bruning Basketball Stadium 80 V Mt Gambier 106  L 

10 4 June 2016  Frankston Basketball Stadium 58 V Frankston 86  L 

11 18 June 2016  Schweppes Arena 68 V Mt Gambier 98  L 

12 25 June 2016  Melbourne Sports & Aquatic Centre 87 V Melbourne 79  W 

12 26 June 2016  Kilsyth Sports Centre 87 V Kilsyth 80  W 

13 2 July 2016  Schweppes Arena 94 V Hobart 98  L 

14 9 July 2016  Schweppes Arena 85 V Kilsyth 78  W 

15 16 July 2016  Schweppes Arena 95 V Bendigo 100  L 

16 23 July 2016  Schweppes Arena 72 V Geelong 104  L 

17 31 July 2016  Sandringham Basketball Stadium 89 V Sandringham 101  L 

18 6 August  The Geelong Arena 74 V Geelong 93  L 

18 7 August  Dandenong Stadium 63 V Dandenong 90  L 

19 13 August  Schweppes Arena 85 V Nunawading 97  L 
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2012012012016666    SEASON STATSSEASON STATSSEASON STATSSEASON STATS    

FLOOR GAME SUMMARYFLOOR GAME SUMMARYFLOOR GAME SUMMARYFLOOR GAME SUMMARY    

PLAYER NAMEPLAYER NAMEPLAYER NAMEPLAYER NAME    MMMM    PTSPTSPTSPTS    ASASASAS    AV ASSAV ASSAV ASSAV ASS    STSTSTST    BLBLBLBL    TOTOTOTO    

Gary Johnson 23 526 44 1.9 8 14 56 

Garrett Jackson 23 508 68 3.0 28 19 78 

Mason Bragg 24 233 107 4.5 27 - 56 

Brad Simpson 22 241 32 1.5 11 5 25 

Lachie Barker 24 213 20 0.8 12 1 27 

Joe Chilcott 23 140 21 0.9 12 3 19 

Lucas Simpson 15 47 8 0.5 1 3 8 

Atem Kuo Atem 20 49 6 0.3 - 2 10 

Nick Haywood 12 6 11 0.9 - 1 5 

Jamie Mesman 9 12 12 1.3 10 4 11 

Tyler Kelly 12 22 5 0.4 1 - 6 

Brady Armstrong 2 - - 0.0 - - - 

Matt Beurmann 0 - - 0.0 - - - 

 

 

 

 

 

SCORING SUMMARYSCORING SUMMARYSCORING SUMMARYSCORING SUMMARY    

PLAYER NAMEPLAYER NAMEPLAYER NAMEPLAYER NAME    MMMM    TFGMTFGMTFGMTFGM    TFGATFGATFGATFGA    TFG%TFG%TFG%TFG%    3PM3PM3PM3PM    3PA3PA3PA3PA    3P%3P%3P%3P%    FTMFTMFTMFTM    FTAFTAFTAFTA    FT%FT%FT%FT%    PTSPTSPTSPTS    AV PTSAV PTSAV PTSAV PTS    

Gary Johnson 23 200 371 53.9 - 3 0.0 100 152 65.8 508 22.1 

Garrett Jackson 23 215 400 53.8 30 77 39.0 61 94 64.9 526 22.9 

Mason Bragg 24 88 182 48.4 21 55 38.2 36 55 65.5 233 9.7 

Brad Simpson 22 99 215 46.0 16 52 30.8 25 43 58.1 241 11.0 

Lachie Barker 24 74 176 42.0 44 115 38.3 21 23 91.3 213 8.9 

Joe Chilcott 23 59 145 40.7 14 42 33.3 8 11 72.7 140 6.1 

Lucas Simpson 15 18 50 36.0 - 2 0.0 11 15 73.3 47 3.1 

Atem Kuo Atem 20 19 52 36.5 4 15 26.7 7 10 70.0 49 2.5 

Nick Haywood 12 2 12 16.7 - 5 0.0 2 3 66.7 6 0.5 

Jamie Mesman 9 3 25 12.0 - 5 0.0 6 10 60.0 12 1.3 

Tyler Kelly 12 8 21 38.1 5 13 38.5 1 2 50.0 22 1.8 

Brady Armstrong 2 - - 0.0 - - 0.0 - 2 0.0 - 0.0 

Matt Beurmann 0 - - 0.0 - - 0.0 - - 0.0 - 0.0 
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REBOUNDING SUMMARYREBOUNDING SUMMARYREBOUNDING SUMMARYREBOUNDING SUMMARY    

PLAYER NAMEPLAYER NAMEPLAYER NAMEPLAYER NAME    MMMM    TRTRTRTR    AV REBAV REBAV REBAV REB    OROROROR    DRDRDRDR    

Gary Johnson 23 194 8.4 48 146 

Garrett Jackson 23 199 8.7 61 138 

Mason Bragg 24 82 3.4 19 63 

Brad Simpson 22 160 7.3 54 106 

Lachie Barker 24 45 1.9 2 43 

Joe Chilcott 23 42 1.8 12 30 

Lucas Simpson 15 33 2.2 9 24 

Atem Kuo Atem 20 26 1.3 5 21 

Nick Haywood 12 11 0.9 7 4 

Jamie Mesman 9 23 2.6 7 16 

Tyler Kelly 12 6 0.5 2 4 

Brady Armstrong 2 - 0.0 - - 

Matt Beurmann 0 - 0.0 - - 

 

FOULS SUMMARYFOULS SUMMARYFOULS SUMMARYFOULS SUMMARY    

PLAYER NAMEPLAYER NAMEPLAYER NAMEPLAYER NAME    MMMM    PFSPFSPFSPFS    

Gary Johnson 23 55 

Garrett Jackson 23 57 

Mason Bragg 24 57 

Brad Simpson 22 59 

Lachie Barker 24 50 

Joe Chilcott 23 21 

Lucas Simpson 15 22 

Atem Kuo Atem 20 27 

Nick Haywood 12 12 

Tyler Kelly 12 6 

Jamie Mesman 9 18 

Brady Armstrong 2 1 

Matt Beurmann 0 - 

 

2016 NW TALL TIMBERS THUNDER AWARDS 2016 NW TALL TIMBERS THUNDER AWARDS 2016 NW TALL TIMBERS THUNDER AWARDS 2016 NW TALL TIMBERS THUNDER AWARDS     

NAMENAMENAMENAME    AWARDAWARDAWARDAWARD    

Garrett Jackson - Player MVP 

Joe Chilcott - Player Coaches Award 

Brady Armstrong - Player Rising Star Award 

Lachie Barker - Player 50 SEABL Games 

Mason Bragg 100 SEABL Games 

Phil Thomas - Coach 400 SEABL Games 



ANNUAL REPORT 2016 

NW Tasmania Tall Timbers Thunder Basketball Club Inc. 

  

  

12 

2016 SEABL REPORT CARD – NORTH WEST TASMANIA 

A horror second half to the year saw the Thunder miss A horror second half to the year saw the Thunder miss A horror second half to the year saw the Thunder miss A horror second half to the year saw the Thunder miss 

out on the playoffs for the first time since out on the playoffs for the first time since out on the playoffs for the first time since out on the playoffs for the first time since 2014.2014.2014.2014.    

NNNN----W TASMANIA THUNDERW TASMANIA THUNDERW TASMANIA THUNDERW TASMANIA THUNDER 

Wins - 10 

Losses – 14 

Standing – 6th South Conference 

2015 result – 13 wins, 11 losses, 3rd South Conference 

THE GOODTHE GOODTHE GOODTHE GOOD 

The Thunder looked an early lock for a top-four position after starting the year with a 6-2 

record including wins over Albury/Wodonga and Dandenong.  Brad Simpson upped his 

career numbers across the board in the front court alongside Garrett Jackson, increasing his 

points per game by 2.6 and rebounds by 2.2 while doubling his assists to 1.5.  Mason Bragg 

is one of the better two-way players in the game, averaging over a steal per contest with 9.7 

points and Gary Johnson was a strong import addition this year, collecting 22.1 points, 8.4 

rebounds and 1.9 assists while missing just one game. 

THE BADTHE BADTHE BADTHE BAD    

A horror back-half of the season saw N/W Tasmania lose their final six games, giving up the top 

four position they had after Round 14 to finish sixth.  They finished with a 4-8 record on the 

road, a 1-6 record against South Conference finalists and owned the second worst defence in 

the league, giving up 90 points per game and 58% shooting from inside the arc.  It was the first 

time they missed finals since 2014 after reaching the Preliminary Final the previous two years. 

STANDOUT PERFORMERSTANDOUT PERFORMERSTANDOUT PERFORMERSTANDOUT PERFORMER 

In his second SEABL season, Jackson was again named to the All-SEABL team while finishing 

tenth overall in the MVP voting as he averaged 22.9 points (fourth in the competition) and 

8.7 rebounds while shooting 54% from the field.  He also hit 39% from downtown and held 

his own in the Thunder’s poor second half of the year, recording 21 points, 11 rebounds and 

eight assists against Bendigo in Round 15 as well as a big double-double of 17 points and 

16 boards against Dandenong in Round 18.  With 33 points, 14 rebounds and five assists in 

Round 1 against Sandringham, Jackson also earned Player of the Week.  

Next YearNext YearNext YearNext Year 

TEAM NEEDSTEAM NEEDSTEAM NEEDSTEAM NEEDS 

Defence must be the aim of the pre-season for N/W Tasmania with coach Phil Thomas 

needing to find a balance at both ends of the floor.  Bragg impressed but the Thunder still 

allowed oppositions to shoot at 36% from downtown and while Jackson and Johnson proved 

adequate shot blockers, they still gave up 55% shooting from inside the arc.  The talent is 

there with this current squad but consistency will be the key next year. 

LIKELY IMPROVEMENTLIKELY IMPROVEMENTLIKELY IMPROVEMENTLIKELY IMPROVEMENT 

Playing every game in his third SEABL season, Lachlan Barker is a pure shooter from all areas 

of the floor. He hit 42% from the field, 38% from the three-point line and 91% from the 

charity stripe while more than doubling his career point production from 3.2 to 8.9 per 

game. He reached double-figures 11 times for the year including putting in a consistent 

second half of the season, averaging 12.5 points in his final six contests. 

GRADE – 6.5/10 



 

 

 

 

SPONSORSHIP 
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2015 Sponsors 

OUR PARTNERSOUR PARTNERSOUR PARTNERSOUR PARTNERS    

MAJOR NAMING RIGHTS PARTNERMAJOR NAMING RIGHTS PARTNERMAJOR NAMING RIGHTS PARTNERMAJOR NAMING RIGHTS PARTNER    

Tall Timbers/Tasmanian Seafoods Pty Ltd 

MEDIA PARTNERSMEDIA PARTNERSMEDIA PARTNERSMEDIA PARTNERS    

Tasmanian Broadcasters- 

(7AD,7BU, Sea FM in Devonport 

and Burnie) 

Southern Cross TV 

STADIUM NAMING RIGHTS STADIUM NAMING RIGHTS STADIUM NAMING RIGHTS STADIUM NAMING RIGHTS 

PARTNERPARTNERPARTNERPARTNER    

Schweppes Australia 

SPONSORS SPONSORS SPONSORS SPONSORS     

Banjo’s  

J Boag’s & Sons  

Schweppes Australia  

Central Coast Council  

Goodstone Group  

Bendigo Bank  

Codas 

 

 

 

Training Fix Gym  

Harding’s HVAC & Refrigeration  

Little Transport  

Take 2 Embroidery & Workwear 

Physica  

Zenith Wealth  

Energypoint  

Inspirations Paint 

Todd Rogers Signs  

Fork Truck Specialists  

Ricoh Ulverstone  

Urban Forest Consultancy 

Domino’s Pizza — Ulverstone  

Damon Kingshott Photography  

Harris Scarfe   

Roger Jaensch  

 

 

 

Health Care Insurance Ltd 

Cameron’s   

French’s Building Services 

Brown Brothers  

Incitec Pivot  

NWBU 

Complete Stationery  

Betta Milk  

Steven J Hays—

Agricultural Contracting 

 

Once again sponsorship remains crucial to our continued viability and we must thank all our 

existing sponsors, especially our naming rights sponsors Tall Timbers and Tasmanian Seafoods 

for their continued support and loyalty.  We would also like to extend a warm thank you to our 

new sponsors for coming on board and joining the program. 
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Financial OFinancial OFinancial OFinancial Officer’s Reportfficer’s Reportfficer’s Reportfficer’s Report    

The Board of Management of North West Tasmania Thunder Basketball Club Inc. hereby present 

the financial reports for the year ended 30 September 2016.  The Financial Report being 

presented is based on Audited Financial Statements (Camerons December 2016).   

It is my duty to announce that the result of the trading operations for the financial year ended 

30 September 2016 was an increase in equity of $15,799.  This compares with a loss of $5,163 

for the 2014-2015 financial year.  As a result the total equity has now increased from $37,955 

to $53,753.   

The Club budgeted for income of $231,000 and expenditure of $230,000 thus providing for a 

small surplus.  Income for the year substantially achieved this target by posting earnings of 

$243,395.  Expenditure did not reach our target by incurring costs of $227,596.  Significant 

items to note include the following: 

Firstly, the Club receives support from sponsors in the form of sponsorships and donations. 

Sponsorship revenue of $98,221 exceeded the budget of $93,000 and almost matched the 

$100,214 of the previous season.  Credit for this strong performance must go to John Beard, 

John Lowrie and their team of helpers.  The loss of ‘Know your odds’ sponsorship was offset by 

securing of a number of new sponsors. 

Revenue from door sales and season tickets increased by $6,682.  This was done without the 

additional home final from the previous season, which generated $8,200.  Credit to this needs 

to be given to all board member who volunteer tirelessly to ensure supporters returned for 

multiple games.  Social media advertising on Facebook increased interest in the program and 

had an impact on the size of crowds.  Kellie Jones’ expertise in this area need to be 

acknowledged. 

On the expenditure side of the equation the significant decrease over prior year costs related to 

mainly to players remuneration and accommodation.  This is partly offset by not participating 

in finals and thus reducing the number of weeks wages are paid.  

Accommodation costs also decreased during the year due to a single leased property to 

accommodate all our imports.  This had a positive financial impact, but may not meet the 

needs of the program in the future. 

Our Bar Trading revenue dropped in 2016.  The board has discussed this in some length and 

the separation of the costs of beverages in sponsorship boxes for the 2017 season will give a 

more accurate gauge of the sales and outgoing costs.  The tireless work of Mandy Archer 

behind the bar contributed to a 25% increase in bar sales during the twelve regular season 

games from 2015. 

In my first year as Financial Controller I want to acknowledge the additional support of 

Camerons in providing financial advice for myself and the Thunder program.  I want to thank 

Clayton Williams for his ongoing support and high level advice and Louise Smith for her 

additional support in helping us meet our ATO obligations.  This commitment and the ongoing 

sponsorship has made a real impact on our capacity to be a successful organisation in 2016. 

The Thunder program had a strong financial year and I feel it is important all members of the 

board are proud of our achievements.  Our efforts ensure talented and committed athletes from 

our region continue to have a pathway to national level competitions.  

Paul Harding 

FINANCIAL OFFICER 
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