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THANK YOU TO ALL OUR VOLUNTEERSTHANK YOU TO ALL OUR VOLUNTEERSTHANK YOU TO ALL OUR VOLUNTEERSTHANK YOU TO ALL OUR VOLUNTEERS    

Our program has benefited from a large number of volunteers who assisted throughout the year.  

The Board would like to thank them all for assisting us with: 

Door Staff  

Merchandise  

Raffle sales 

Bar Staff 

Video  

Sound Desk  

Score Bench 

Game MC  

Match Manager  

Team Manager & Training 

Function Room 

Floor wipers 

Thunder Classic 

Oliver’s Bakery Challenge 

National Anthem Singers 

Junior Clinics  

Game Entertainment 

Stadium Setup 

 

CHAIRMANCHAIRMANCHAIRMANCHAIRMAN    

Tony Barker 

VICE CHAIRMANVICE CHAIRMANVICE CHAIRMANVICE CHAIRMAN    

Michael Gaffney 

FINANCIAL FINANCIAL FINANCIAL FINANCIAL OFFICEROFFICEROFFICEROFFICER    

Graham Ratcliffe 

ADMINISTRATORADMINISTRATORADMINISTRATORADMINISTRATOR    

Debra Lynch 

BOARD OF BOARD OF BOARD OF BOARD OF MANAGEMENT 201MANAGEMENT 201MANAGEMENT 201MANAGEMENT 2018888    

NWBU REPRESENTATIVENWBU REPRESENTATIVENWBU REPRESENTATIVENWBU REPRESENTATIVE    

Greg Miller 

 

BOARD MEMBERSBOARD MEMBERSBOARD MEMBERSBOARD MEMBERS    

John Beard 

Kellie Jones 

Mandy Archer 

Raelene Salter 

Trudy Pearce 

Amanda Chilcott 

Scot Postlethwaite 

Kirsten Archer 

SPONSORSHIP AND SPONSORSHIP AND SPONSORSHIP AND SPONSORSHIP AND 

MARKETING MANAGERMARKETING MANAGERMARKETING MANAGERMARKETING MANAGER    

Michael Rowlands 
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Chairman’s Chairman’s Chairman’s Chairman’s End of SeasonEnd of SeasonEnd of SeasonEnd of Season    ReportReportReportReport    

It gives me great pleasure to present this Chairman’s report for 

season 2018. 

I would like to recognise and thank all our sponsors, with a 

special mention to Tall Timbers and Tasmanian Seafoods for 

sharing their brand once again with this club as we all strive to 

maintain that competitive edge in business and on the basketball court. 

It is also important to recognise the support we receive from other Basketball 

organisations such as North West Basketball Union, Basketball Tasmania and Basketball 

Australia.  Tall Timbers Thunder must be able to operate in a Basketball Environment 

which allows this club to flourish in order to contribute to the wider basketball 

community.  A great example of this is the School Basketball Clinics program funded by 

our State Government supporting our elite players to engage with children right across 

the North West region.  

The coaching group in this, their second year together, were like a well-oiled machine 

continuing to set a professional standard for their team while being great ambassadors 

for this club.  I congratulate and thank Sam, Nick, Ryan and all the players for the huge 

effort they put in week in week out, culminating in playing finals basketball for another 

season. 

The Thunder Board were bolstered with three new members this year with Kirsten 

Archer, Amanda Chilcott and Graham Ratcliffe, who also stepped into the financial 

officer’s position, joining the team. 

Another new face heavily involved around the club this year has been Michael Rowlands.  

We decided to enter into a commercial arrangement for managing club sponsorship and 

Michael has done a fantastic job leading that role along with a renewed emphasis on 

marketing, so we entered the live video space with pre and post-game interviews in 

addition to live streaming a number of games.  

With a focus on community engagement and building extra value for our sponsors we 

held the first “White Out” game as a promotion and fundraiser for Ronald McDonald 

House.  This proved to be a very successful fundraiser in addition to our usual Todd 

Nothrop Memorial Game raising money for the Cancer Council here in Tasmania. 

We also trialled playing across two venues this season, partly for necessity and partly to 

build our supporter base with a larger community footprint.  This created some 

logistical challenges and a whole lot more work for our volunteers although I think we 
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need to continue to be flexible in our thinking and explore all options and opportunities 

as they come along.  

Once again, I wish to sincerely thank all of the Thunder Board members and our many 

volunteers and supporters, for their commitment, involvement and energy which has 

contributed to this club having another successful year. 

The Basketball landscape changed dramatically on the 18th August when the CEO of 

Basketball Australia announced that they no longer had an interest in running SEABL, 

but more significantly that they also would not sanction the league under independent 

management again. 

So what does that mean for the future of a club, who exist to put one team on the floor 

and compete in the premier winter league in Australia? 

At the time of writing this report, Thunder have been accepted into the new elite league 

in Victoria but there are still many unknowns for us around the viability of this option.  

We do know however that it will require a closer working relationship with the 

Launceston Tornadoes and for the basketball communities from the North West and 

North.  

I hope we have the chance to again report on a basketball season in twelve months’ time 

and I encourage everyone to work together while we explore the opportunities to ensure 

this club is still viable and thriving into the future. 

 

 

Tony Barker 

CHAIRMAN 



 

 

    

 

NW TALL TIMBERS THUNDER  

TEAM 
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THETHETHETHE    TEAM TEAM TEAM TEAM FOR 201FOR 201FOR 201FOR 2018888    

 

Head Coach 

 

Assistant Coach 

Physiotas 

Team Physiotherapist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NO. NAME POSITION HEIGHT CLUB AWARDS 

1 Kobe Jackson Guard 175cm  

2 Ben Woolley Guard 187cm  

4 Jeremiah Ingram Forward 201cm  

6 Mason Bragg Guard/Forward 184cm Club MVP 

8 Lachie Barker Guard/Forward 179cm Coach’s Award 

9 Joe Chilcott Guard/Forward 193cm  

10 Tre Armstrong Guard/Forward 195cm Rising Star Award 

11 Ben Richmond Guard/Forward 196cm 

Physiotas 
Demanding 

Excellence Award 

12 Matt Beuermann Forward 193cm  

14 Brady Armstrong Guard/Forward 192cm  

21 Paul Campbell Centre 201cm  

22 Darcy Malone Centre 213cm  
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Head Coach Sam ArmstrongHead Coach Sam ArmstrongHead Coach Sam ArmstrongHead Coach Sam Armstrong    

Firstly, thank you to the club for once again 

entrusting in me as Head Coach for season 2018.  It 

has been an enjoyable experience and I am grateful 

to have been able to continue to build strong 

relationships with our “off court” team as we all 

chase the same goal of continued success for our 

club. The club is run by passionate basketball 

people who have a real desire to want to see our 

club improve. I would like to take the time to also 

thank all sponsors associated with the club in 2018.  

A significant growth in this area from businesses in 

our area has been fantastic.  Your support is greatly 

appreciated by the coaches and players and allows 

a North West Coast sporting team to represent our 

region in a semi-professional competition.  The team looks forward to your ongoing 

support. 

The focus from the coaching group for 2018 was growth. It was important to me as 

coach that our team would have a willingness to want to build on 2017 and once again 

challenge the top teams in our league. With this focus came some changes in playing 

personnel.  Another injection of youth, returning experience and some first time SEABL 

players.  We needed to find another level of enthusiasm within our group as we 

continued to try and build a positive basketball culture at our club.  We welcomed back 

former Thunder players Mason Bragg and Lachie Barker, both quality players and 

individuals who would both prove to be huge assets over the course of our season.  

Jeremiah also returned to add some real stability to our young group and was given the 

role of Captain, a role that he treated with respect and professionalism.  With a small 

turnover of players in the offseason we needed to top up in our big man department 

which saw the inclusion of Paul Campbell and Darcy Malone.  One import for 2018 

provided extra responsibility to different players as we continued focus on the growth of 

our team. 

Over the course of the season the coaching staff looked to implement a brand of 

basketball we thought would stack up against the best teams in league and that would 

suit our playing personnel.  On reflection I think we were able to find a balance between 

remaining competitive week in week out and providing an enjoyable environment for 

our players.  Huge wins over perennial powerhouse teams Geelong, Mt Gambier and 

Dandenong proved highlights of our season but as a coach I think our biggest highlight 

was the camaraderie within the group.  Each player had a general belief in each other’s 
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abilities and a want for their teammate to do well.  With the chemistry amongst our 

group and playing style we were able to put ourselves yet again in a strong position 

come seasons end.  Unfortunately, we were unable to produce our best basketball in the 

final series but our focus on overall growth in our program to me was fulfilled. 

Whilst I found my role as coach very difficult at times, I once again praise the help of a 

great support network and with regular discussion with senior players in our program, I 

felt our team was able to overcome adversity at different stages in the season.  I praise 

the relationships the players and coaches had within the team and the respect they 

showed for one another, and our club.  This team challenged me in every aspect of my 

coaching and I have learnt a lot about myself and areas that I can improve moving 

forward.  

Game nights were another standout from the season with some games moved to 

Devonport and increased marketing and exposure through social media avenues.  These 

improvements provided a fantastic experience for our spectators whilst also adding to 

the professionalism of our club.  The team definitely felt the effects of these 

improvements.  Thank you to everyone who took on extra roles and responsibilities in 

these areas and especially Michael Rowlands for his ambitious expertise.  His approach 

to game nights was infectious and made for great experience for our spectators. 

Lastly, I would like to thank my support staff Nick and Ryan for their valued support.  I 

value their friendship but also their own level of expertise and what they provide to our 

team.  Both are quality individuals who I hope remain part of our program in 2019. 

I am pleased to be able to continue my role in 2019 as we embark on a new journey and 

I look forward to working with everyone associated with our club. 

 

 

Sam Armstrong 

HEAD COACH 
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Men’s 2018Men’s 2018Men’s 2018Men’s 2018    Final LadderFinal LadderFinal LadderFinal Ladder    

POSPOSPOSPOS        TEAMTEAMTEAMTEAM    PPPP    WWWW    LLLL    PCWonPCWonPCWonPCWon    PCPCPCPC    

1  NUNAWADING 20 15 5 75.00 110.66 

2  KILSYTH 20 15 5 75.00 111.78 

3  HOBART  20 15 5 75.00 110.50 

4  BALLARAT  20 13 7 65.00 105.91 

5  GEELONG 20 13 7 65.00 106.49 

6  BA COE 20 11 9 55.00 101.64 

7  BENDIGO 20 11 9 55.00 100.56 

8  NW TASMANIA 20 10 10 50.00 98.30 

9  DANDENONG 20 10 10 50.00 99.64 

10  MT GAMBIER 20 9 11 45.00 104.38 

11  ALBURY WODONGA 20 9 11 45.00 93.67 

12  MELBOURNE 20 9 11 45.00 95.51 

13  SANDRINGHAM 20 8 12 40.00 98.83 

14  DIAMOND VALLEY 20 7 13 35.00 93.85 

15  FRANKSTON 20 4 16 20.00 92.64 

16  CANBERRA 20 0 20 0.00 79.97 
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GAME RESULTS 201GAME RESULTS 201GAME RESULTS 201GAME RESULTS 2018888    

RdRdRdRd    DateDateDateDate        Venue/CourtVenue/CourtVenue/CourtVenue/Court    Thunder PtsThunder PtsThunder PtsThunder Pts        OppositionOppositionOppositionOpposition    Opp Opp Opp Opp 
PtsPtsPtsPts    

        

1111    2/2/2/2/4/20184/20184/20184/2018        Ulverstone Sport & Leisure CentreUlverstone Sport & Leisure CentreUlverstone Sport & Leisure CentreUlverstone Sport & Leisure Centre    72727272        KilsythKilsythKilsythKilsyth    70707070        WWWW    

2222    14/4/201814/4/201814/4/201814/4/2018        Devonport Devonport Devonport Devonport Recreation CentreRecreation CentreRecreation CentreRecreation Centre    68686868        HobartHobartHobartHobart    92929292        LLLL    

3333    21/4/201821/4/201821/4/201821/4/2018        LaurenLaurenLaurenLauren    Jackson Sports CentreJackson Sports CentreJackson Sports CentreJackson Sports Centre    71717171     Albury/WodongaAlbury/WodongaAlbury/WodongaAlbury/Wodonga    89898989        LLLL    

3333    22/4/201822/4/201822/4/201822/4/2018        Ballarat (MARS Miner Dome)Ballarat (MARS Miner Dome)Ballarat (MARS Miner Dome)Ballarat (MARS Miner Dome)    75757575     BallaratBallaratBallaratBallarat    79797979        LLLL    

4444    27/4/201827/4/201827/4/201827/4/2018        Ulverstone Sport & Leisure CentreUlverstone Sport & Leisure CentreUlverstone Sport & Leisure CentreUlverstone Sport & Leisure Centre    93939393     SandringhamSandringhamSandringhamSandringham    78787878        WWWW    

5555    5/5/20185/5/20185/5/20185/5/2018        Devonport Recreation CentreDevonport Recreation CentreDevonport Recreation CentreDevonport Recreation Centre    96969696     GeelongGeelongGeelongGeelong    78787878        WWWW    

6666    11/5/201811/5/201811/5/201811/5/2018        UlverUlverUlverUlverstone sport & Leisure Centrestone sport & Leisure Centrestone sport & Leisure Centrestone sport & Leisure Centre    87878787     FrankstonFrankstonFrankstonFrankston    76767676        WWWW    

6666    12/5/201812/5/201812/5/201812/5/2018        Dandenong StadiumDandenong StadiumDandenong StadiumDandenong Stadium    81818181     DandenongDandenongDandenongDandenong    89898989        LLLL    

7777    19/5/201819/5/201819/5/201819/5/2018        Devonport Recreation CentreDevonport Recreation CentreDevonport Recreation CentreDevonport Recreation Centre    87878787     Mt GambierMt GambierMt GambierMt Gambier    77777777        WWWW    

8888    26/5/201826/5/201826/5/201826/5/2018        Ulverstone Sport & Leisure CentreUlverstone Sport & Leisure CentreUlverstone Sport & Leisure CentreUlverstone Sport & Leisure Centre    78787878     BallaratBallaratBallaratBallarat    92929292        LLLL    

9999    1/6/20181/6/20181/6/20181/6/2018        AIS TrainingAIS TrainingAIS TrainingAIS Training    Hall CanberraHall CanberraHall CanberraHall Canberra    20202020     BACOEBACOEBACOEBACOE    0000        WWWW    

9999    2/6/20182/6/20182/6/20182/6/2018        Belconnen Basketball StadiumBelconnen Basketball StadiumBelconnen Basketball StadiumBelconnen Basketball Stadium    67676767     CanberraCanberraCanberraCanberra    66666666        WWWW    

10101010    16/6/201816/6/201816/6/201816/6/2018        Ulverstone Sport & Leisure CentreUlverstone Sport & Leisure CentreUlverstone Sport & Leisure CentreUlverstone Sport & Leisure Centre    94949494     MelbourneMelbourneMelbourneMelbourne    92929292        WWWW    

11111111    23/6/201823/6/201823/6/201823/6/2018        Sandringham Basketball StadiumSandringham Basketball StadiumSandringham Basketball StadiumSandringham Basketball Stadium    92929292     SandringhamSandringhamSandringhamSandringham    97979797        LLLL    

11111111    24/6/201824/6/201824/6/201824/6/2018        Nunawading StNunawading StNunawading StNunawading Stadiumadiumadiumadium    73737373     NunawadingNunawadingNunawadingNunawading    86868686        LLLL    

12121212    30/6/201830/6/201830/6/201830/6/2018        Ulverstone Sport & Leisure CentreUlverstone Sport & Leisure CentreUlverstone Sport & Leisure CentreUlverstone Sport & Leisure Centre    84848484     DandenongDandenongDandenongDandenong    73737373        WWWW    

13131313    7/7/20187/7/20187/7/20187/7/2018        Bendigo StadiumBendigo StadiumBendigo StadiumBendigo Stadium    73737373     BendigoBendigoBendigoBendigo    79797979        LLLL    

11113333    8/7/20188/7/20188/7/20188/7/2018        Oakleigh Sports StadiumOakleigh Sports StadiumOakleigh Sports StadiumOakleigh Sports Stadium    97979797     MelbourneMelbourneMelbourneMelbourne    77777777        WWWW    

14141414    14/7/201814/7/201814/7/201814/7/2018        Devonport Recreation CentreDevonport Recreation CentreDevonport Recreation CentreDevonport Recreation Centre    91919191     DiamondDiamondDiamondDiamond    ValleyValleyValleyValley    95959595        LLLL    

15151515    20/7/201820/7/201820/7/201820/7/2018        Derwent Entertainment CentreDerwent Entertainment CentreDerwent Entertainment CentreDerwent Entertainment Centre    63636363     HobartHobartHobartHobart    104104104104        LLLL    

F1F1F1F1    29/7/201829/7/201829/7/201829/7/2018        GeelongGeelongGeelongGeelong    74747474     The The The The GeelongGeelongGeelongGeelong    ArenaArenaArenaArena    96969696        LLLL    
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2012012012018888    SEASON STATSSEASON STATSSEASON STATSSEASON STATS    

FLOOR GAME SUMMARYFLOOR GAME SUMMARYFLOOR GAME SUMMARYFLOOR GAME SUMMARY    

PLAYER NAMEPLAYER NAMEPLAYER NAMEPLAYER NAME    MMMM    PTSPTSPTSPTS    ASASASAS    AV ASSAV ASSAV ASSAV ASS    STSTSTST    BLBLBLBL    TOTOTOTO    

#1 Kobe Jackson 12 12 5 0.4 2 0 6 

#2 Ben Woolley 6 6 2 0.3 0 0 0 

#4 Jeremiah Ingram 20 310 37 1.9 37 13 61 

#6 Mason Bragg 19 310 107 5.6 34 2 48 

#8 Lachie Barker 20 260 36 1.8 14 2 24 

#9 Joe Chilcott 18 107 16 0.9 14 3 11 

#10 Tre Armstrong 18 217 26 1.4 13 2 26 

#11 Ben Richmond 16 151 12 0.8 5 1 13 

#12 Matt Beuremann 0 - - 0.0 - - - 

#14 Brady Armstrong 20 59 12 0.6 6 2 15 

#21 Paul Campbell 19 81 18 0.9 13 30 30 

#22 Darcy Malone 20 103 26 0.8 8 4 24 

 
 

SCORING SUMMARYSCORING SUMMARYSCORING SUMMARYSCORING SUMMARY    

PLAYER NAMEPLAYER NAMEPLAYER NAMEPLAYER NAME    MMMM    
TFGTFGTFGTFG
MMMM    

TFGTFGTFGTFG
AAAA    

TFGTFGTFGTFG
%%%%    

3PM3PM3PM3PM    3PA3PA3PA3PA    
3P3P3P3P
%%%%    

FTMFTMFTMFTM    FTAFTAFTAFTA    FT%FT%FT%FT%    PTSPTSPTSPTS    
AV AV AV AV 
PTSPTSPTSPTS    

#1 Kobe Jackson 12 5 11 45.5 - 3 0.0 2 5 40.0 12 1.0 

#2 Ben Woolley 6 2 5 40.0 2 5 40.0 - - 0.0 6 1.0 

#4 Jeremiah Ingram 20 118 285 41.4 18  49 36.7 56 78 71.8 310 15.5 

#6 Mason Bragg 19 117 256 45.7 20 62 32.3 56 70 80.0 310 16.3 

#8 Lachie Barker 20 97 234 41.5 48 126 38.1 18 18 100.0 260 13.0 

#9 Joe Chilcott 18 45 116 38.8 12 39 30.8 5 5 100.0 107 5.9 

#10 Tre Armstrong 18 72 188 38.3 58 135 43.0 15 20 75.0 217 12.1 

#11 Ben Richmond 16 57 148 38.5 25 80 31.3 12 18 66.7 151 9.4 

#12 Matt Beuremann 0 - - 0.0 - - 0.0 - - 0.0 - 0.0 

#14 Brady Armstrong 20 22 64 34.4 5 27 18.5 10 14 71.4 59 3.0 

#21 Paul Campbell 19 35 77 45.5 - - 0.0 11 29 37.9 81 4.3 

#22 Darcy Malone 20 44 110 40.0 7 25 28.0 8 14 57.1 10.3 5.2 
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REBOUNDING SUMMARYREBOUNDING SUMMARYREBOUNDING SUMMARYREBOUNDING SUMMARY    

PLAYER NAMEPLAYER NAMEPLAYER NAMEPLAYER NAME    MMMM    TRTRTRTR    AAAAV V V V REBREBREBREB    OROROROR    DRDRDRDR    

#1 Kobe Jackson 12 4 .3 2 2 

#2 Ben Woolley 6 1 0.2 - 1 

#4 Jeremiah Ingram 20 139 7.0 41 98 

#6 Mason Bragg 19 96 5.1 21 75 

#8 Lachie Barker 20 47 2.4 12 35 

#9 Joe Chilcott 18 35 1.9 7 28 

#10 Tre Armstrong 18 48 2.7 8 40 

#11 Ben Richmond 16 81 5.1 25 56 

#12 Matt Beuremann  - 0.0 - - 

#14 Brady Armstrong 20 34 1.7 15 19 

#21 Paul Campbell 19 131 6.9 63 68 

#22 Darcy Malone 2 94 4.7 25 69 

 
 
 
 

FOULS SUMMARYFOULS SUMMARYFOULS SUMMARYFOULS SUMMARY    

PLAYER NAMEPLAYER NAMEPLAYER NAMEPLAYER NAME    MMMM    PFSPFSPFSPFS    

#1 Kobe Jackson 12 15 

#2 Ben Woolley 6 4 

#4 Jeremiah Ingram 20 61 

#6 Mason Bragg 19 47 

#8 Lachie Barker 20 30 

#9 Joe Chilcott 18 15 

#10 Tre Armstrong 18 36 

#11 Ben Richmond 16 30 

#12 Matt Beuremann 0 - 

#14 Brady Armstrong 20 20 

#21 Paul Campbell 19 64 

#22 Darcy Malone 20 57 
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SEABL SEABL SEABL SEABL STANDINGSTANDINGSTANDINGSTANDING    ––––    NORTH WEST TANORTH WEST TANORTH WEST TANORTH WEST TASMANIASMANIASMANIASMANIA    

2011 Record: 6 wins, 20 losses, 7th South Conference 

2012 Record: 8 wins, 20 losses, 6th South conference  

2013 Record: 13 wins, 15 losses, 5th South conference  

2014 Record: 17 wins, 9 losses, 2nd South conference 

Post-Season results – lost to Mt Gambier (SF), lost to Kilsyth (PF) 

2015 Record: 13 wins, 11 losses, 3rd South conference  

Post-Season Results – lost to Bendigo (PF) 

2016 Record: Wins – 10, Losses – 14, Standing – 6th South Conference 

2017 Record: Wins – 13, Losses – 11, Standing – 7th South Conference 

Post-Season Results – lost to Dandenong (Semi Final) 

2018 Record: Wins – 10, Losses – 10, Standing – 8th South Conference 

Post-Season Results – lost to Geelong (Semi Final) 

 

 



 

 

 

SPONSORSHIP 
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SPONSORS THANK YOUSPONSORS THANK YOUSPONSORS THANK YOUSPONSORS THANK YOU    

It is fair to say that no sporting organisation can survive and prosper without the support of a 

generous sponsorship network and Thunder is stoked to have so many local companies playing 

a vital role in this area.  We would like to extend a sincere thank you to the “tried and true” who 

have been with us for many years and a special welcome and our appreciation to those who 

came on board in this past season.  Our organisation relies tremendously on this ongoing 

support and we hope you continue to enjoy your affiliation with Thunder as we move into a new 

era for the team and enjoy the continued success that we are confident will continue to come 

our way.   

Zenith Wealth 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 
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Financial OFinancial OFinancial OFinancial Officer’s Reportfficer’s Reportfficer’s Reportfficer’s Report    

The Board of Management of North West Thunder Basketball Club Inc. presents the financial 

reports for the year ended 30 September 2018.  The Financial Report being presented is based 

on Audited Financial Statements (Camerons October 2018)  

There are a number of points that have emerged from this season’s experience. 

1 It is extremely difficult for the club to either break even or make a profit. 

2 The club is entirely dependent on large scale sponsorship. 

3 The club is, at this stage, dependent on the donations from the Department of Sport and 

Recreation and the NWBU. 

4 The club does not have the freedom to actively engage in excessive overseas 

recruitment thereby putting us at a distinct disadvantage when compared to more 

financial clubs. 

The NW Thunder is a $250,000 plus business; it has the normal commitments of any small 

business namely payroll, tax, superannuation plus the normal day to day running costs.  

Without a robust income stream, it becomes difficult to service these ongoing costs. 

The only income available to Thunder is from sponsorship, door takings, bar sales, 

merchandise sales and donations.  If any of the mentioned sources suffer a downturn then the 

financial viability of the club is compromised. 

Each season the club bears the cost of providing alcohol to the sponsor boxes together with 

sponsor bags containing selected merchandise.  This season the club was better able to track 

the amount of alcohol distributed to the sponsor boxes and to allocate a cost.  I must at this 

point thank both Gregory Miller and John Beard for undertaking the task, on each home game 

night, of keeping track of the amount of alcohol distributed.  The accurate records produced 

enabled me to more accurately allocate the cost to a specific sponsor cost centre.  

The amount of sponsorship this season increased significantly though there is still room for 

improvement, we can never have too much sponsorship.  This season the onerous task of 

facilitating an improvement in the amount of sponsorship fell to Michael Rowlands.  I know all 

board members will join me in saluting the effort that Michael put into the task.  Not only did we 

see an increase in sponsorship, but Michael also promoted some innovative approaches to 

building crowd numbers including the McDonald’s “White Out Night”. 

Our thanks must be extended to all sponsors without whom we would not be viable. 

Income is also derived from merchandise sales which this year indicated a valuable profit, 

thanks to Kellie Jones for her untiring efforts on game night. 
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The bar this year also achieved a profit, thanks to Amanda Archer and all volunteers for 

facilitating this. 

Mention should also be made of the volunteers who run the raffle.  While not a large amount the 

raffles add to the overall level of income each game night. 

We were fortunate that at no point during the season were we in a position of not having 

sufficient funds to be able to pay our bills, however that is not to say we were not travelling 

close to the wind.  Overall, being realistic, although the bottom line looks healthy the underlying 

point is that without the grant from the government the situation would be different. 

Our performance this year was limited by the fact that we were not in a financial position to 

actively recruit more overseas players.  I do not see this position improving unless there is a 

significant increase in both sponsorship and income streams. 

The board is to be commended for ensuring tight fiscal control which has ensured that we 

complete the year in a relatively positive position. 

Finally, from my point of view this season has been a steep learning curve, I would like to 

sincerely thank Alex Lomas from Camerons for her extensive support and mentoring during the 

season which definitely kept me sane, and Debra Lynch for her tireless work in maintaining the 

paper trail. 

Graham Ratcliffe 

FINANCIAL OFFICER 



ANNUAL REPORT 2018 

NW Tasmania Tall Timbers Thunder Basketball Club Inc. 

  

  
18 

 

 

AUDITORS REPORT 
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